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Connected agri-value chain required for
the success of agri-reforms

N SEPTEMBER 14, the government replaced
the three ordinances issued during the lock-
downbyintroducing atrio of Billsonagricul-
ture reforms in Parliament—Farmers’ Pro-
duce Trade and Commerce (Promotion &
Facilitation) Bill, 2020; Farmers (Empowerment & protec-
tion) Agreement of Price Assurance and Farm Services Bill,
2020;and Essential C dities(A d: )Bill, 2020.

These Bills presenta globalvision for agriculture with
seamless o tunities for ers and the agri nity.
Thest yagricul ith technologyand the
govemment is of the view that the proposed agri-market
reforms will attract investment in infrastructure and offer
farmers competitive remuneration.

These reformsarewell-intentioned andwill help connect
archaic India with real India, and to achieve that an inte-
grated platform play would berequired. Though doubts have
been raised over the existence of the traditional system of
mandis,goingby the fine print of the proposals of these Bills
itcanbe said that mandis aren’t going anywhere and their

p is only goingto 1 largervision.

‘Theprop y fori ingtech-
nology into agriculture thruugh which crops can be man-
aged remotely. These intend to make tech-driven ware-
housesavirtual mandiwhere trading could be done through
trading platforms To understand thxs, one mu st recall the
old days of when trading hrough
an open outcry system. Buyers and sellers used to uperate
from aspecific area of the trading called the trading pitand
purchased and soldstocksthrough the open outcry system.
Inthe pit, bmkers matched customers buy-and- sellurders
throughsk lling. But with teck:
thepithasceased to: ex:st.Tradmg became digital and a per-
son sitting in Guwahati can trade in the scrip listed on the
stock exchange of a company operating from Tamil Nadu.A
similar vision is presented through these Bills—a lady, for
example, sitting in Jodhpur, would be able to trade in mus-
tard in a mandi of Punjab. These Bills envisage a change in
the way transaction in agriculture takes place in India.

For this pamdl gm shift what is required is smart ware-

withreal-
time data embedded inartificial intell doingreal-time
tracking of facilities and providing error-free results on the
status of the warehouse and the products stored within as
wellas intransit.A smart warehouse linked to such plat-
tradingand
fmancmgcould usherinan era fora platform playin the
agri-market and the panies with smart
wouldactas stimuliin streamhmngtheagn environment,
Forthi: beo: ofan
Paperless Framework forAgnfood Trade Facilitation with
embedded components such as paperless quality control,
paperless trading and financing.

Takethe example of quality control. Agroand food com-

particularly subjectto severe hyg
facilities as inappropriate or
variable temperatures may alter pmd uct quality, making
them unfit for ion,and th y data
allstagesin ess. Now
ifthe entire system of quality control moves toa paperless
system then the data could be obtained in real-time which
will ensure that all processes are connected from inputs to
outputs and are traceable. It can then be embedded ina
smart warehouse that will make it easier to monitor the
composition of eachlot preciselyalong the chain.

Trade inagriculturalandfood productsis more complex
than trade in manufactuxing—regulatjons are stricter,
paper dlogistic: com-
plex. Therefore,a paperless system would not onlyincrease
the efficiency of agri-trade, but wouldalso help in the con-
versionof war ing,thus guar-
anteeingfood secur} 1tyfora]l Once thatis achieved, thereal-
isationofthevision oftransfcmung Indian agncultule into

ap with PP n'tbedifficult.
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A similar vision has been presented through these Bills—a lady, for example, sitting in
Jodhpur, would be able to trade in mustard in a mandi of Punjab

@ Google
By Sandeep Sabharwal

On September 14, the government replaced the three aordinances issued during the lockdown
by introducing a trio of Bills on agriculture reforms in Parliament—Farmers' Produce Trade
and Commerce (Promoticn and Facilitation) Bill, 2020; Farmers (Empowerment and
protection) Agreement of Price Assurance and Farm Services Bill, 2020; and Essantial
Commodities (Amendment) Bill, 2020.
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These Bills present a global vision for
agriculiure with seamless apportunities for
farmers and the agri-fratermnity. The step aims
to marry agriculture with technology and the

oo Q) le gavernment is of the view that the proposed
agri-market reforms will attract investment in
infrastructure and offer farmers competitive
remuneration.
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